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1st July 2006

Dear Regional Chairperson

RE: Coaches within the BIPHA and the National Coaching Certificate

The British Inline Puck Hockey Association (BIPHA), in conjunction with the British Roller Sports Federation (BRSF), National Coaching Foundation (NCF) and UK Sport are in the process of implementing a national coaching strategy for adoption by all Regions and clubs affiliated to the BIPHA.

The BIPHA are adopting this strategy to enable us, as a sporting body, to align ourselves with the majority of mainstream sports within the UK who have found it to be a successful tool to promote and develop sport for all ages and levels of ability.

In the UK this also allows the opportunity to link to a raft of Government initiatives such as Sport for Life, Club Mark, Junior Sports Leaders Award, Community Sports and Sports Leaders Awards.

What exactly is the National Coaching Certificate?

In brief it is a system of coach accreditation, stretching sport wide, and designed to ensure that coaches working at any particular skill level in any sport have the same generic coaching expertise as coaches working at a similar level in other sports within the UK, as well as the individual sports specific skills needed for their own sports 

This system is being adopted and promoted by Sport UK to enable more effective targeting of support for coach development, both to National Governing Bodies, their coaching teams and to individual coaches. 

It is also designed to ensure that all coaches have the relevant and necessary generic coaching skills required to coach effectively within the modern sporting arena at the level at which they are working. 

It is seen as being particularly relevant in aiding in the future development of smaller minority sports such as ours. These minority sports have been identified as loosing out in terms of resources, funding and recognition by local authorities and other bodies because of an inability to verify the quality, abilities and qualifications of coaches working in such sports. 

The National Coaching Certificate is described as, “an attempt to provide a level playing field for coach accreditation and development within British Sport.” In brief it can be described thus:

It is composed of five levels of coaching, which are described as:

Level 1
Assist more qualified coaches, delivering aspects of coaching sessions, normally under direct supervision.

Level 2
Prepare for, deliver and review coaching sessions.

Level 3
Plan, implement, analyse, and review annual coaching programmes.

Level 4
Design, implement and evaluate the process and outcome of long-term/specialist coaching programmes.

Level 5
Generate, direct and manage the implementation of cutting-edge coaching solutions and programmes. *

*Taken from page 4 of NCC – endorsement criteria for coach education – April 2004
(National Coaching Certificate)

This initiative within roller sports is a long-term vision and goal whose full development will stretch over several years. It will in fact always be a continuous and ongoing developmental process. 

At present no sport in the UK has implemented more than a level three strategy and most are still implementing, auditing and verifying their level two courses. 

The British Roller Sports Federation is currently in negotiations with Sport England to allow those BIPHA members who currently hold an English Ice Hockey Association (EIHA) Level I coaching qualification to be accepted as National Coaching Certificate Level 2.  Those BIPHA members who have qualified at EIHA Level II may be allowed a National Coaching Certificate Level 3. 

In order to implement the BIPHA’s long term plans we need to collate information concerning all our coaches and have attached to this letter is a survey questionnaire in respect of ALL the clubs and their coaches which are correctly affiliated to your region, and have been declared for inclusion in the association’s membership database.  It is vital that ALL club coaches regardless of their current qualification are asked to provide the information required on the questionnaire.

To enable BIPHA members to prove they hold a qualification it will be necessary to produce an original certificate.  The BIPHA have negotiated with the EIHA that, should anyone not be able to produce their original EIHA certificate, a reprint will be provided free of charge if we can provide the information prior to 24th July 2006.  If the information is received after 24th July 2006 then a charge of £2.50 per certificate will be made as the certificates have to be sent from Finland and this will cover the postage.

So what will happen once I have sent the information to the BIPHA?

Firstly, we need to stress that nobody who declares themselves a coach without a qualification will be stopped from coaching at this stage.

Once we have the information we will analyse by postcode those members who do not currently hold a formal coaching certificate acceptable to the National Coaching Foundation.  We will then work closely with the BRSF to provide a NCC Level I course within their area within 12 months (by August 2007); we will also work closely with the EIHA to provide Level 1 and 2 sports specific courses.  Non qualified coaches will be the first priority.

The BIPHA will obtain replacement certificates for those BIPHA members who can prove they are entitled to hold an EIHA Level I or level II certificates, but who have lost or can no longer find their original certificate.  Requests made to the BIPHA National Secretary, prior to 24th July 2006 will be free of charge. Request made after 24th July 2006 will require a payment of £2.50 per certificate (cheques should be made payable to BIPHA)

Once we have received the Coaching Survey from you we will issue each coach with a CRB Disclosure Application form and a Sports Coach UK questionnaire.

Subject to satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure (which will be carried out every 18 months, if you have completed a CRB disclosure check within the last 12 months it will be necessary to complete another) and completed Sports Coach UK questionnaires the following licences will be issued:-

Non qualified coaches – Provisional Licence valid for 12 months, within these 12 months the BIPHA will provide the opportunity to attend a reasonably local NCC or EIHA Level I coaching course.  Actual venue/ county will be decided by the BIPHA.  Provisional licences will not be re-issued, once a candidate has held a provisional licence they will not be provided with a further provisional, unless the BIPHA fail to provide an NCC or EIHA Level I coaching course within the 12 months.

EIHA Level I certificate holders - TWO year coaching licence, within these 2 years the BIPHA will provide the opportunity to attend an NCC level 3 or an EIHA Level II coaching course, the venue/ county will be decided by the number of people eligible and willing to take the course. This licence will be extended by 1 year only in the event of the BIPHA failing to provide the opportunity to attend an EIHA Level II coaching course.

EIHA Level II certificate holders - THREE year coaching licence, during these 3 years the BIPHA will arrange at least ONE refresher course or workshop for these coaches to prove self development or an NCC level 4 coaching course.

Funding: There will be a cost implication involved in supplying National Coach Foundation Coaching Courses and EIHA Coaching Courses. However, Local Authority Community Chest Grants are available
 to ALL clubs for the development of their coaches so the BIPHA do not foresee cost being an issue.

It is BIPHA’s plan that ALL coaches will hold a formal (National Coach Foundation recognised National Coaching Certificate) qualification by August 2007.  It will therefore be to the advantage of all current coaches and their clubs and in the longer term, to the future development of the sport, if the attached Coaching Survey is fully embraced by all regions.

Additional Background

It has become clear that new Government guidelines will make the hiring of sports halls and obtaining grants and other public funds, increasingly difficult for those clubs who do not have, or do not employ coaches with NCF recognised coaching certificates. The use of enthusiastic, but unqualified coaches will, in the not to distant future, no longer be acceptable to leisure centre managers, funding bodies and possibly even insurance companies. 

Those current coaches within the BIPHA, who choose not to divulge the required information, will forgo this opportunity to obtain recognition of their current activities. 

This opportunity to convert current coaching certificates and up-grade to appropriate NCC certificates is available to members affiliated to the BRSF, which includes members of BIPHA, BiSHA, NRHA, FISS and FARS.  Those coaches who for whatever reason choose to exclude themselves from this survey and who wish to continue as coaches, will, in the fullness of time, have to obtain their Level 1 & Level 2 National Coaching Certificate, by attending a formally (NCF) recognised and sanctioned course, which will be run, initially by BRSF-FISS, BRSF-FARS, EIHA, or some other sanctioned organisation.

We trust you will give this matter your urgent and thoughtful attention.

Kind Regards

K Morris

Kathy Morris

National Secretary

For and on behalf of the National Executive Committee

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE COACH SURVEY FROM THE WEBSITE










� 	Note: Local Authority, Community Chest Grants are normally available from the Sports Development Officer, of the County, County Borough, London Borough, Metropolitan Borough, District or Borough Council, (depending on the structure of local government in your area) in England, or Unitary Council in Wales, or Regional Council in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
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